VETERAN HORSE DRESSAGE 2012
RULES & REGULATIONS

1
Horses age as at 1st January in the valid year, a photo copy of the horse/pony equine passport must accompany all qualification cards this is to verify the animal’s age.
2
The judge’s decision is final and binding at all times.
3
All veteran horses/ponies, age 15 years and over are eligible to take part in VHD classes.

4
Area qualifying classes
The top three horses/ponies age 15 years and over with a final test score of 60% and over will qualify for the National Grand Final Championships.

Qualifying classes:

PRELIM/NOVICE/ELEMENTARY/MEDIUM/ADVANCED MEDIUM/ADVANCED
5
Competitors must return the qualifying card to the Dressage Office within 10 days.

6
When qualified at an Area Show, only the same horse and rider combination are eligible to compete in the National Grand Final Championships. The same horse and rider may compete in as many qualifiers as they like. No substitutions are allowed.
7
NATIONAL GRAND FINAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Once a competitor has qualified and received their registration number and card they must produce the card to the secretary on the day of the Championships.
IMPORTANT: Failure to produce your card will result in automatic elimination.
If you have lost your card please contact the Dressage Office and a replacement registration card can be
issued for an administration fee of £5.
8
The Championships will be divided into:
Section 1:
Horses/ponies – age 15 to 20 years
Section 2:
Horses/ponies - age 21 years & over
9
PRIZES/ROSETTES/TROPHIES (sponsored by Dodson & Horrell)

1st
Rosette/Sash/Trophy/Rug/Feed Voucher

2nd
Rosette/Saddle Cloth/Feed Voucher

3rd-6th
Rosette/Feed Voucher 

All competitors also receive a finalist rosette
1st-3rd
Highest placed senior competitors and junior competitors Rosette/Feed Voucher
10
Championship classes:
PRELIM/NOVICE/ELEMENTARY/MEDIUM/ADVANCED MEDIUM/ADVANCED

11
No refund of Registrations/Entry Fees/Stabling Fees will be made under any circumstances. 

12
The organisers retain the right to ban/refuse entry of any competitor, horse or pony from any event or show ground.

13
The organisers accept no responsibility for any accident, injury, loss, illness or damage to: spectators, horses/ponies, riders and their property.
14
Anyone seen riding in a dangerous manner or ill-treating a horse or pony will be disqualified from any competition and no refund given.
15
BSI standard hats are recommended by VHD but are not compulsory. BSI hats must be worn by competitors under 16 years of age.

16
The animal’s welfare and fitness is paramount and will be carefully monitored.
17
DRESS CODE AND SADDLERY

a)
Spurs

No spurs to be worn by competitors age 16 years and under

b)
Whips

Normal dressage whip is acceptable in all classes

c)
Bridles 

Prelim and Novice – Snaffle only





Elementary to Advanced Levels – Snaffle or Double

d)
Nosebands
Cavesson / Drop – Flash are permitted with Snaffle Bridles





Cavesson only to be used with Double Bridle

e)
Martingale 

& Side reins 
Are NOT permitted.

f)
Bits 

The following bits are all acceptable. Bits of rubber, nylon or other synthetic
 material are permitted. A mix of metals in the mouthpiece are permitted.

Plastic snaffle with cylindrical rotating mouthpiece is permitted.
SNAFFLE BRIDLE
A-D
Rotary bit

1
Loose ring snaffle.

2
Egg-butt snaffle.

3
Racing snaffle D-ring.

4
Egg-butt snaffle with cheeks.

5
Snaffle with upper cheeks only.

6
Straight bar snaffle. Permitted also with mullen mouth and eggbutt rings.

7
Double jointed with roller in the centre.

8 a-c
Snaffle with jointed mouthpiece where middle piece is rounded (including french link)

9
Loose ring snaffle with cheeks (Fulmer).

10
Hanging cheek snaffle.

11
Snaffle with rotating mouthpiece.

                    A


   B


C


D
[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf] [image: image3.emf]  [image: image4.emf]
[image: image5.emf]  [image: image6.emf]     [image: image7.emf]    [image: image8.emf]    [image: image9.emf]
              1                              2                              3                           4                              5

[image: image10.emf]    [image: image11.emf]    [image: image12.emf]   [image: image13.emf]  [image: image14.emf]
             6                                7                               8a                          8b                        8c
[image: image15.emf][image: image16.emf]  [image: image17.emf]
           9                      10                         11
DOUBLE BRIDLE
Bits should follow the configuration of those illustrated below:

Bridoons:

1
Loose ring bridoon bit.

2
Egg-butt bridoon bit.

3
Bridoon bit with hanging cheeks.

4 a-b
Bridoon rotary bit with rotating mouthpeice

5 a-c
Bridoon bit with jointed mouthpiece where the middle piece should be rounded (side, front

and rear view shown).

6
Bridoon bit with rotating mouthpeice

7 a-b
Bridoon rotary bit with rotating mouthpeice

Curbs:

8
Variation of bits 11,12,13

9
Curb bit with S-curved cheeks

10
Half moon curb bits

11-12
Curb bit with straight cheeks and port

13
Curb bit with port and sliding mouthpeice (Weymouth)

A curb with a rotating lever arm is also permitted.

14
Curb chain (metal or leather or combination)

15
Lip strap

16
Leather cover for curb chain

17
Rubber cover for curb chain

NB. Curb chain hooks must not be fixed.
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